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CITY OF IQALUIT
CITY COUNCIL MEETING #16
MAY 26, 2020 at 12:00 p.m.
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
PRESENT FROM COUNCIL – Via Teleconference
Mayor Kenny Bell
Deputy Mayor Janet Brewster
Councillor Romeyn Stevenson
Councillor Joanasie Akumalik
Councillor Sheila Flaherty
Councillor Simon Nattaq
Councillor Kyle Sheppard
Councillor Solomon Awa
ABSENT
Councillor Malaiya Lucassie
PRESENT FROM ADMINISTRATION – Via Teleconference
Amy Elgersma, Chief Administrative Officer
Tammy Ernst-Doiron, City Clerk
Rod Mugford, Municipal Enforcement
Matthew Van Strien, Procurement Agent
Lisa Milosavljevic, Communications and Customer Service Manager
Jennifer Jarvis, City Planner
Shane Turner, Superintendent Water/Sewer
MOMENT OF SILENCE
Mayor Bell opened the meeting at 12:06 p.m. with a moment of silence.
SWEARING IN
None
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Remove: Public Hearing for By-law No. 892 Amendment General Plan By-law No. 703
Motion #20-145
Moved by: Councillor Akumalik
Seconded by: Councillor Stevenson
Adoption of agenda as amended.

Unanimously Carried
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1.

MINUTES.
a.

City Council Meeting Minutes #12 dated April 28, 2020

Motion #20-146
Moved by: Councillor Stevenson
Seconded by: Councillor Nattaq
City Council Meeting Minutes #12 dated April 28, 2020.
b.

Unanimously Carried

City Council Meeting Minutes #14 dated May 12, 2020

Motion #20-147
Moved by: Councillor Stevenson
Seconded by: Councillor Flaherty
City Council Meeting Minutes #14 dated May 12, 2020.
c.

Unanimously Carried

Public Hearing Minutes #01 dated May 12, 2020

Motion #20-148
Moved by: Councillor Stevenson
Seconded by: Councillor Sheppard
Public Hearing Minutes #01 dated May 12, 2020.

Unanimously Carried

Councillor Nattaq left the meeting.
d.

Planning and Development Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes
#03 dated May 19, 2020

Motion #20-149
Moved by: Councillor Stevenson
Seconded by: Councillor Akumalik
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Planning and Development Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes #03 dated May 19,
2020.
Unanimously Carried
Councillor Flaherty noted that her name (Sheila) was spelled incorrectly in the Present
from Council list.
e.

Special City Council Meeting Minutes #15 dated May 20, 2020

Motion #20-150
Moved by: Councillor Stevenson
Seconded by: Councillor Awa
Special City Council Meeting Minutes #15 dated May 20, 2020.

Unanimously Carried

Councillor Nattaq returned to the meeting.
2.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None

3.

DELEGATIONS
a) Royal Canadian Mounted Police

Staff Sergeant Garfield Elliott, RCMP, provided a policing report from January 1 to April
20, 2020. The following are the highlights:
• Iqaluit Detachment has a Pandemic Business Continuity Plan in place.
• Calls for service show an increase of alcohol abuse.
• The long-term average calls for service with alcohol abuse was 72 percent.
This has increased to 85 percent in March and 92 percent in April.
• It is anticipated that once the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions are lifted and
residents are able to move about, the calls for service with alcohol abuse will
decrease.
• Work continues on targeting bootleggers.
• Four new positions were approved for 2020/21. Filling these positions are on
hold due to the COVID-19 pandemic travel restrictions.
Mayor Bell thanked Staff Sergeant Elliott and his staff for the work they have been doing
in the community to curtail crime and charge those who are doing illegal activities.
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The following questions were asked and answered:
• The increase in the calls for service resulting in alcohol abuse, is the abuse from
legal or illegal alcohol?
o It is a mixture of both.
• Could information be provided on individuals who are banned from their
community and are sent to Iqaluit to live?
o The request has been noted, and background information will be reviewed
to determine if information can be provided.
• Have the Nunavut RCMP members received cultural, historical and language
training, along with a mental health component to help officers understand
gender-based violence?
o Some training was started in March, however, all training has been
postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
4.

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS
None

5.

STATEMENTS

Councillor Nattaq commented that under the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, hunters in
the community are looking forward to going out in boats.
Councillor Nattaq thanked those who are working on the deep sea port and look forward
to a report on the progress of the project.
Councillor Akumalik reported that the Cemetery Advisory Committee will be meeting in
the near future. Agenda items will include the development of the Terms of Reference,
committee composition, reports from staff, review of the by-law, and funeral costs.
6.

DEFERRED BUSINESS AND TABLED ITEMS
None

7.

BY-LAWS
a) First Reading of By-law(s)
i) Traffic Safety By-law No. 894

Motion #20-151
Moved by: Councillor Nattaq
Seconded by: Councillor Sheppard

Council Meeting #16
May 26, 2020
5 of 11

Council approves First Reading of Traffic Safety By-law No. 894.

Unanimously Carried

b) Second Reading of By-laws(s)
i) Traffic Safety By-law No. 894
Motion #20-152
Moved by: Deputy Mayor Brewster
Seconded by: Councillor Sheppard
That Council approve Second Reading of Traffic Safety By-law No. 894.
The following questions were asked, and answers were provided by Rod Mugford,
Municipal Enforcement:
•
•

•

•

•

•

It was commented when hunters tow their boats to the wharf, family members sit
in the boat, however, under Section 2.8 this is not permitted.
o Section 2.8 is taken directly from the Territorial Safety Act.
It was noted that if all the seatbelts are being used in a vehicle and if there are
other spaces available, they can be used to transport people.
o In researching areas throughout Nunavut, as well as Northwest Territories,
there is no legislation that allows anyone to ride outside a vehicle if all the
seatbelts are used. There is also nothing in the Territorial Safety Act to
permit riding outside a vehicle.
Will the provision of Section 2.8 make the Canada Day Parade and Santa Claus
Parade illegal?
o Where the parades are permitted by the City, with closed roads and escort,
travel on the outside of a vehicle is permitted and allowed.
Almost all the snowmobile trails cross roadways. Will Section 2.8 prevent people
pulling passengers in a qamutiik when they cross a roadway?
o A designated trail when crossing a roadway under the Act is not
considered to be travelling upon the roadway because the City identifies
the crossings. For the purpose of accessing and coming back from the
land, there is no requirement to wear a helmet and there is no legislation
that people cannot ride in a qamutiik.
Section 2.8 must be looked into further as hunters have inherent rights recognized
by the Canadian government under the Nunavut Land Claim. The by-law will
have to better reflect the hunters’ rights pertaining to travelling from the city to
their destination.
There is no definition of “publicly accessed” which is used throughout the
document. It was felt that it was needed particularly when it relates to abandoned
vehicles and vehicle seizures.
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•

•
•

•

o The proposed Traffic Safety By-law mirrors the Territorial Safety Act
almost identically. A broad definition could be included in the by-law.
The issues regarding publicly accessed relates to abandoned vehicles on
City owned property, such as the beach area and Qikiqtani Inuit
Association (QIA) land which is all publicly accessed.
A definition for publicly accessed should exclude private driveways and private
business parking lots such as motor vehicle garages. Because there is no
definition of publicly accessed, it is so vague that it could be interpreted to
include private driveways.
o There is no definition for publicly accessed because it is so broad and
would require an itemized list. In reviewing definitions, publicly accessed
defines as any area that is reasonably accessible to the public where
prohibition to the public is not part of it. Parking lots at grocery stores,
apartment buildings, City Hall, and firehall are all publicly accessed areas.
To park a vehicle with no registration and insurance, under the Traffic
Safety By-law you are still on the highway.
o No officer will issue a ticket because of an expired registration that is
parked in a private driveway.
o A broad definition for publicly accessed would be anywhere the public is
not prohibited from accessing.
It was suggested that the definition would be very simple, such as publicly
accessed properties except for private dwellings.
o That definition would be acceptable.
Section 6 – Slow Moving Vehicles – this would include no zoom booms and no
trailers that are not able to maintain the required speed. Suggested the section
include vehicles without a permit. Also include a process for application for a
permit to transport equipment during off hours.
o Will review a permit process option, as well as an application process for
movement of slow-moving vehicles during off hours.
o It was noted that heavy equipment with metal tracks would be required to
be moved by flatbed trailer.
Why is Section 7 – Passing and Overtaking of Vehicles – Use of Left Hand Lane
and Section 8 – Passing and Overtaking of Vehicles – Prohibited not combined
into one section?
o They are separated because one permits the passing of vehicles using the
left-hand lane and the other section outlines the prohibitions.

Motion #20-153
Moved by: Deputy Mayor Brewster
Seconded by: Councillor Sheppard
That Council postpone Second Reading of Traffic Safety By-law No. 894 to allow staff
to make the necessary changes as discussed.
Unanimously Carried

ii) General Plan Amendment By-law No. 888
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Motion #20-154
Moved by: Councillor Stevenson
Seconded by: Councillor Sheppard
Council approves Second Reading of General Plan Amendment By-law No. 888.
Unanimously Carried
iii) General Plan Amendment By-law No. 889
Motion #20-155
Moved by: Councillor Awa
Seconded by: Councillor Stevenson
Council approves Second Reading of General Plan Amendment By-law No. 889.
Unanimously Carried
iv) Zoning Amendment By-law No. 890
Motion #20-156
Moved by: Councillor Stevenson
Seconded by: Deputy Mayor Brewster
Council approves Second Reading of Zoning Amendment By-law No. 890.
Unanimously Carried
Council agreed to continue the meeting without a ten minute break after two hours of
continuous business.
c) Third and Final Reading of By-law(s)
None
8.

OLD BUSINESS
None

9.

NEW BUSINESS

a) Canada Emergency Response Benefit (CERB)
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Councillor Flaherty noted that at the last Council meeting, she commented that the
Canadian Emergency Relief Benefit (CERB) being provided due to the COVID-19
pandemic does not take into account the cost of living and income threshold in Nunavut.
Councillor Stevenson noted that Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK) is currently in discussion
with members of the federal government on the matter of the CERB and Student Relief
Fund and are advocating because there is a different cost of living in Nunavut. The
federal government understands but it is working on a program that is Canada-wide.
Councillor Sheppard expressed concern regarding the Government of Nunavut clawing
back income assistance for anyone receiving the CERB. There are a number of people
who illegitimately applied for and are receiving the CERB and they will be required to
pay the money back in the future. This will create a hardship due to the claw back of the
income assistance. He noted that other territorial governments are not clawing back
income assistance from those who are receiving the CERB.
Councillor Sheppard felt that the Government of Nunavut should be encouraged to revisit
the decision to claw back income assistance to those receiving the CERB.
Motion #20-157
Moved by: Councillor Flaherty
Seconded by: Councillor Sheppard
Council directs Mayor Bell to write letters to:
1. The federal government requiring an adjustment to the CERB which would take into
account the cost of living of Nunavummiut;
2. ITK to support its work to lobby the Government of Canada to increase the Canada
Emergency Response Benefit to reflect Nunavut’s high cost of living; and,
3. The Government of Nunavut regarding concerns in clawing back income support
payments for those receiving the Canada Emergency Response Benefit.
For – Flaherty, Akumalik, Stevenson, Brewster, Sheppard, Awa
Opposed – Nattaq
Carried
Councillor Akumalik suggested that copies of the letters be sent to Nunavut Tunngavik
Inc. (NTI), regional Inuit organizations, and Nunavut Association of Municipalities
(NAM).
b) Appointment of Secretary for Board of Revision – Tammy Ernst-Doiron
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Motion #20-158
Moved by: Councillor Stevenson
Seconded by: Councillor Sheppard
Council appoints Tammy Ernst-Doiron as Secretary for Board of Revision.
Unanimously Carried
c) Appointment of Secretary for Development Appeal Board – Tammy
Ernst-Doiron
Motion #20-159
Moved by: Councillor Stevenson
Seconded by: Councillor Sheppard
Council appoints Tammy Ernst-Doiron as Secretary for Development Appeal Board.
Unanimously Carried
d) Request for Decision – Supply of Sewer Jetter Truck
Matthew Van Strien, Procurement Agent, advised that a tender was issued for one sewer
jetter truck. One bid was received from Westvac Industrial Ltd. in the amount of
$357,550, which is under budget.
Motion #20-160
Moved by: Councillor Akumalik
Seconded by: Councillor Awa
Westvac Industrial Ltd. be awarded the contract for one sewer jetter truck, free on board
Port of Valleyfield, QC, in an amount not to exceed $357,550 plus GST.
Unanimously Carried
10.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
a) Planning and Development Committee of the Whole Report – May 19,
2020
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Motion #20-161
Moved by: Councillor Akumalik
Seconded by: Councillor Awa

Council approves DP 19-048 to allow the development of a three-storey 2,927 m2 gross
floor area office building subject to the City’s standard conditions, the special conditions
of approval in Attachment 2, and as shown on the following plans received on February
17, 2020 – Site Plan, Civil Plan, Floor Plans, elevations, and renderings.
Unanimously Carried
Motion #20-162
Moved by: Councillor Akumalik
Seconded by: Deputy Mayor Brewster
Council approves Development Permit Application DP 20-004, Plan 4769, Block 254,
Lot 1 (Core Area) to allow the development of a 5,296 m2 gross floor area mixed-use
building. This is in accordance with the following plans and studies received by the City:
a. Revised Site Plan prepared by Harper Architecture and Design received April 24,
2020
b. Floor Plans prepared by Harper Architecture and Design received January 23, 2020
c. Elevation Plans prepared by Harper Architecture and Design received January 23,
2020
d. Revised Site Servicing, Grading and Drainage Plan prepared by EXP dated February
5, 2020
e. Snow and Wind Study prepared by RWDI dated January 9, 2020
Unanimously Carried
11.

CORRESPONDENCE
a) NRI Application

Received for information from the Nunavut Research Institute was the Annual Summary
“Geotechnical and Environmental Baseline Studies – Iqaluit Port Development”,
Advisian, Victoria Burdett-Coutts.
12.

IN CAMERA SESSION
( ) as per Section 22 (2) (a) CTV Act and By-law 526 Section 67
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13.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion #20-163
Moved by: Councillor Akumalik
Seconded by: Councillor Nattaq
Council adjourns at 2:42 p.m.

Unanimously Carried

Kenny Bell
Mayor

Tammy Ernst-Doiron
City Clerk

Approved by City Council on the 26th day of May 2020.

