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CITY OF IQALUIT
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING #13
MAY 1, 2020 at 12:00 p.m.
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
PRESENT FROM COUNCIL – Via Teleconference
Mayor Kenny Bell
Deputy Mayor Janet Brewster
Councillor Romeyn Stevenson
Councillor Joanasie Akumalik
Councillor Sheila Flaherty
Councillor Simon Nattaq
Councillor Malaiya Lucassie
Councillor Solomon Awa
ABSENT
Councillor Kyle Sheppard
PRESENT FROM ADMINISTRATION – Via Teleconference
Amy Elgersma, Chief Administrative Officer
Tammy Ernst-Doiron, City Clerk
Rod Mugford, Municipal Enforcement Chief

MOMENT OF SILENCE
Mayor Bell opened the meeting at 12:05 p.m. with a moment of silence.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA
Motion #20-117
Moved by: Councillor Stevenson
Seconded by: Councillor Akumalik
Adoption of agenda as presented.
1.

MINUTES.
None

2.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None

3.

NEW BUSINESS

Unanimously Carried
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a) Proposed “Critical Government of Nunavut and City of Iqaluit
Infrastructure Projects” Considered for 2020 Construction Season –
Subject to CMOH/Community Approval

Amy Elgersma, Chief Administrative Officer, advised that the Government of Nunavut is
requesting that municipalities state their preference on whether the Government of
Nunavut proceed with a number of critical infrastructure projects that they have planned
for Iqaluit this summer or if the municipality would like to defer some or all of the
identified projects to next year.
The projects being presented by the Government of Nunavut are deemed critical, while
other projects that were not deemed critical did not make the list. There are some
projects that will proceed using local labour and are not on the list as the workers are
local.
Based on the current status of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Government of Nunavut
Chief Public Health Officer may consider options to allow the critical infrastructure
projects to proceed this summer. There is no guarantee they will proceed. An important
factor is Council’s position regarding construction workers travelling to and working in
the community this summer. If the critical projects go forward, they will have to comply
with the parameters as established by the Chief Public Health Officer at the time.
Any contractors from the south would be required to complete the relevant COVID-19
restrictions, which includes the 14-day isolation period at the Government of Nunavut
travel hubs in the south prior to coming to Iqaluit.
Ms. Elgersma noted that staff are reviewing the City’s projects and it is expected there
are a couple of critical water and sewer infrastructure projects that may be presented to
Council for consideration, and if approved by Council, will be presented to the Chief
Public Health Officer for approval to complete.
Ms. Elgersma also explained that private developers and companies who feel their
projects are critical must complete an application process with the Government of
Nunavut Chief Public Health Officer.
Ms. Elgersma reviewed the following three projects that the Government of Nunavut
consider critical:
• New Deep-Sea Port and Small Craft Harbour improvements
• New Correction Healing Centre (QCHC)
• 46 multi-plexes (2020/2021)
The following questions were posed and answered.
Who prepared the document and how is the risk to public safety determined?
• The document was prepared by the Government of Nunavut – Department
of Community and Government Services, based on criteria that was
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developed in consultation with the Chief Public Health Officer and other
Government of Nunavut offices.

Is the Government of Nunavut recommending that the projects go forward and request
Council’s support?
• The Government of Nunavut is recommending construction of these three
projects.
It is felt that COVID-19 risks can be mitigated with proper planning and no interaction
with residents, which would allow the construction to take place.
• Tower Arctic Ltd. and Kudlik Construction both have their own housing
and feeding facilities, so the risk factors would be pretty low.
Motion #20-118
Moved by: Councillor Stevenson
Seconded by: Deputy Mayor Brewster
Council supports the three projects presented by the Government of Nunavut and the City
would like to see the mitigation plans for mitigating the risks of COVID-19.
Unanimously Carried
Ms. Elgersma advised that she would not be seeking approval or recommendation from
Council on the City projects at this time. She explained that staff are reviewing the
projects and have determined there are a number of projects that can be carried out using
local labour.
Staff are reviewing projects and considering all options to complete the work without
bringing workers from the south. Staff will present any recommendations at a future
meeting. The following projects are being reviewed:
• Water – pipeline replacements
• Sewer capacity upgrades
• Water Treatment Plant projects
• Wastewater Treatment Plant project
Councillor Stevenson asked about the men’s shelter project and the possible need for
workers from the south and a mitigation plan.
Mayor Bell advised that a request was received from the men’s shelter to support two
workers coming from the south. Staff have advised them to complete the application
process with the Chief Public Health Officer.
Councillor Nattaq asked for an update on the men’s housing for the elders. Ms. Elgersma
advised that Uquutaq (men’s shelter) recently applied to the City through the Reaching
Home Funds to open a secondary shelter for vulnerable and elderly homeless men, which

Special Council Meeting #13
May 1, 2020
4 of 4

is part of the COVID-19 Response Plan. The facility is open. The other buildings that
Uquutaq has been working on for the past number of years (1077 and 1079) are not open
yet and work continues for completion of the buildings.
4.

IN CAMERA
( ) as per Section 22 (2) (a) CTV Act and By-law 526 Section 67

5.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion #20-119
Moved by: Councillor Akumalik
Seconded by: Councillor Lucassie
Council adjourns at 12:56 p.m.

Unanimously Carried

Kenny Bell
Mayor

Tammy Ernst-Doiron
City Clerk

Approved by City Council on the 12th day of May 2020.

